Intercostal artery pseudoaneurysm after ultrasound-guided liver biopsy: a case report and review of the literature.
We present a 58-year-old woman with a right intercostal artery pseudoaneurysm after percutaneous ultrasound (US)-guided liver biopsy. The patient presented 6 days after liver biopsy with a painful, pulsatile right-sided chest wall mass at the site of biopsy needle insertion. Intercostal artery pseudoaneurysm was diagnosed with color Doppler US. Successful treatment with percutaneous US-guided injection of thrombin resulted in complete thrombosis and closure of the pseudoaneurysm. Only 12 previous cases of intercostal artery pseudoaneurysm have been reported in the English-language literature, and this is the first reported case resulting from percutaneous liver biopsy. Given how frequently percutaneous liver biopsies are performed, it is important to raise awareness of this potentially serious complication.